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Laura Prather, President




Dale Leach, Vice-President
 9:00 am

Winners and Losers:  Legislative Score Card



                              Wedgwood Room

The Legislature has gone home, but its decisions on open government live on.   See what laws passed and how they will impact your newsroom and the Freedom of Information.  Also, what laws made it to the Governor’s desk will make your job more difficult and reduce the public’s right to know?


10:15 am

Break – Refreshments

10:30 am
Social Media and Government: Opening a Pandora's Box?




                              Wedgwood Room

If a governmental entity forms a “community” on Twitter, Facebook or other Social Media sites and discuss business do they have to have a quorum?  How can the public be assured messages from government are reliable? Can social media make government more transparent?  This workshop will explore the growing implications of the use of social media by elected officials and government employees.


12:00 pm

Henry Faulk Awards Luncheon






        Glass Oaks Ballroom



Keynote Speaker:  Senator Rodney Ellis, Houston



James Madison Award Winners:  Sen. Rodney Ellis and




State Representative Todd Hunter, Corpus Christi



Texas Gavel Award Winners (Texas State Bar)

Chris Vogel, Houston Press, "Crime Doesn't Pay (Back)"

Dawn Tongish and Barry Blonstein, KDAF-TV Dallas, 


"DNA, Set Me Free"

Brian New, Michael Humphries and Larry Burns, 


KENS-TV, San Antonio, "Stranded at the Pump"

Elliott Blackburn, Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, "Hope Deferred"

Steve McGonigle and Jennifer Emily, The Dallas Morning News, 


"Mistaken Identities"


1:45 PM

Break / Refreshments

2:00 PM
Today's Cases Shaping Tomorrow's Open Government: Examining Key Texas FOI Rulings



                                         Wedgwood Room

Will future users of Texas FOI laws be stymied by two court decisions this year?  One case deals with whether blackberry and private account emails of public officials used to conduct official business are public information.  Another case considered whether the Texas Open Meetings Act is constitutional.  Our panel of leading legal practitioners and award winning journalists will discuss the cases and related topics.


